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EuroRIs-Net+: RIs moving forward
EuroRis-Net+, the European Network of National Contact Points for the "Research Infrastructures (RIs)”
programme, provides value-added services for transnational cooperation of NCPs, effective implementation and
visibility of RIs programme. The Network develops observatory functions for European, national and regional
infrastructures policies, programmes and initiatives. It also supports and encourages the dialogue between RIs
NCPs and other stakeholders of the RI ecosystem.

Follow our news on twitter: twitter.com/EuroRIsNet

National Roadmaps & Horizon 2020 in the EuroRis-Net+ workshop
in Lisbon
National Roadmaps on Research Infrastructures,
methodologies, best practices and challenges, as
well as supporting instruments for the next
programming period (2014-2020) have been
presented in the EuroRIs-Net+ workshop
“Research Infrastructure towards 2020”, which
took place on 5 July, in Lisbon. 250 participants
from around Europe and beyond attended the
workshop, including Heads and Managers of
Research Infrastructures, National Contact Points
and Programme Committee Members, ESFRI
Delegates, European Commission officers for RI
and Structural Funds policy, National and Regional
policy-makers and researchers.
The main objective of the workshop was to present the paths taken in a number of countries across Europe to
produce their National RI Roadmaps, the methodologies and how they face the future programming period
(2014-2020). It is very important for National Contact Points, experts, delegates and policy makers dealing
with research infrastructures towards 2020 to understand the multitude of challenges from the perspective of
a single-sited or distributed research infrastructure, including how they perceive themselves as service
providers to the research and innovation community.
Important information was given how the concept of Research Infrastructures has evolved in the concrete
setting of EU-funded programmes and how the research infrastructure concept evolved to be applied in EU
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2020.
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In the roundtable “The main challenges and lessons drawn from the development
of National
Roadmaps for
and Events
• News
Research infrastructures” the process leading to the first version and on-course or already published updates
were discussed, with cases from Spain, France, the Netherlands, Greece, Poland,
Italy, Nordic
countries
and
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Portugal.
Finally, the main challenges facing a national RI in 2014-2020 were presented and broadly discussed: the
lines of action and goals to be achieved by 2020; articulation with regional action/innovation plans; concrete
innovation actions to be developed; relevance and influence of establishing a relationship with industrial
partners in the field; intention to be an ESFRI Roadmap Research Infrastructure node, the main challenges
and impact on the organisation's strategy and in possibilities to integrate the national roadmap for research
infrastructures; the role for NCPs on Research Infrastructures in H2020.
•
•

All presentations are available on the Observatory
All videos are available on: http://www.euroris-net.eu/node/5652

EuroRis-Net+ Observatory: national RIs & visualizations
Information on national RI initiatives has been
integrated in the EuroRIs-Net+ Observatory, under
the frame of the collaboration with MERIL (Mapping
of the European Research Infrastructure Landscape)
project. 349 RIs have been included so far.
Moreover, the visualisations’ section has been
upgraded, providing info on RIs projects per country
or scientific fields, organisations per country, country
scientific specialisation, etc.
More info: http://observatory.euroris-net.eu

Report on the International Dimension of RIs
A report on “International dimension of RIs” has been
published under the EuroRIs-Net+ project. It gathers
information on Research Infrastructures in the world, such
as policies, initiatives and studies related to the promotion
of international research infrastructure partnerships. It
addresses the research infrastructure portfolio in an
integrated manner, i.e. including both a focus on research
infrastructures and e-infrastructures.

RIs in Horizon 2020: info from the EuroRIs-Net+ Training
Information on the calls for proposals for “Research Infrastructures” under Horizon 2020 has been presented by
nd
the EC officer Maria Theofilatou, during the 2 High Level Training of EuroRIs-Net+.
At the same training, there were interesting presentations on the innovation potential of RIs, their utilisation and
the e-infrastructures, by: Edward Mitchell, Head of Business Development at ESFR and WP Leader of CALIPSO
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Industrial Advisory Board, Rosette Vandenbroucke, Belgian e-IRG delegate, Vrije Universiteit Brussel, Nikos
Manouselis, CEO at Agro-Know Technologies, partner in agINFRA and Damien Project
News VSC-IT Centre for
• Lecarpentier,
Science, EUDAT Project Manager.
Therefore the RI NCPs are now able to give more details about Research Infrastructures in Horizon 2020 to
research managers and scientists. All presentations are available on the Observatory!
• Useful Links and Documents

EuroRIs-Net+, the European Network of National Contact Points for Research Infrastructures programme, will
continue to support the research and business communities in Horizon 2020, through the continuous update
of Transnational Access calls (I3 projects funded under H2020) and upgraded information on the
project’s Observatory. New activities will be implemented, in cooperation with other Networks and projects,
after a short break of the contract.

EurRis-Net+ Success Stories in Booklet!
E-booklet with 15 success stories on research
infrastructures projects collected by the National
Contact Points during the timeframe of the
EuroRIs-Net project and its successor EuroRIs-Net+, was prepared at the final stage of
the project. The booklet is available at the
project website:
http://www.euroris-net.eu/content/successstories

New Call announced: FP7-INFRASTRUCTURES-2013-2
The new call for proposals for FP7-Research Infrastructures, Call N° 12 - FP7-INFRASTRUCTURES-2013-2,
has been announced by the European Commission, on 3 September, with deadline on 3 December. The
topic concerns support to policy development and programme implementation (support actions on policy
development, including international cooperation for e-Infrastructures). The budget amounts to 2.5 Meuro.
More information is available on the Participant Portal:
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/page/call_FP7?callIdentifier=FP7-INFRASTRUCTURES2013-2&specificProgram=CAPACITIES#wlp_call_FP7
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ICRI2014: 2nd International Conference on Research
Infrastructures
• Project News
The 2nd International Conference on Research Infrastructures (ICRI 2014) •will News
take place
from 2-4 April 2014 in
and Events
Athens, Greece. ICRI 2014 will be held under the auspices of the forthcoming Greek Presidency of the European
Union, co-organised and supported by the European Commission. The conference
will Links
be a and
forum
for discussion
Documents
• Useful
and advancement of cooperation on research Infrastructures of global relevance. Building on the conclusions of
ICRI2012, as well as on the framework for International Cooperation for Global research infrastructures recently
adopted by the G8 countries, the discussions will focus on:
- highlighting the essential role of global research infrastructures in addressing the grand challenges at all scales:
national, regional, European and global;
- reflecting on the needs, development and operation of global research infrastructures;
- presenting the main characteristics of global research infrastructures and identifying the challenges and drivers for
collaboration at international level.

Open e-IRG Workshop in Vilnius on 4-5 November 2013
The next e-IRG Workshop under the Lithuanian EU
Presidency of the European Union will be in Vilnius,
Lithuania from Monday 4 November (morning) till
Tuesday 5 November (until noon).The main topics of
discussions during this workshop will be:
"Infrastructures in the Digital Age: the Data
Challenge" and "e-Infrastructure commons".
More info:
http://www.e-irg.eu/news/news/506/workshop-4-5nov-2013.html

e-IRG White Paper 2013 published
The e-IRG has published its 2013 White Paper, which
takes the discussion one step further and proposes
specific next steps. To meet the challenges of
implementing the 2020 Strategy, Europe needs an “eInfrastructure Commons” for knowledge, science and
innovation. It should be open and accessible, and
continuously adapting to the changing requirements
of research and to new technological opportunities.

Available e-Infrastructure resources as well as the conditions for access vary strongly between countries. This limits
the ability of universities and research institutes to collaborate with each other and with commercial researchers.
Therefore, there is an urgent need for a European “e-Infrastructure Commons”: a flexible and dynamic ecosystem,
providing integrated services through interoperable infrastructures. A centrally managed e-Infrastructure is not a
solution. Instead, there is a need for a joint strategic effort involving users, providers, and funding agencies, leading
to a high degree of coordination without stifling innovation. The e-IRG White Paper 2013 outlines a number of steps
towards this objective. These steps focus mainly on changes in organisation, governance and funding; an important
element is the empowerment of end-users through changes in funding mechanisms.
More info: http://www.e-irg.eu/publications/white-papers.html

